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ñAnd you shall teach them to your childrenò 
 

A few weeks ago I mentioned in a sermon the "Do You Know Scale" (DYK) - a set of questions 
testing oneôs knowledge of his or her family history. Since then, many people have asked me for the 
list of questions, so I decided to share them with all of you. But first, let me put things in context.  
 

Often the Torah commands parents to educate their children. The importance of learning that is so 
deeply engraved in our Jewish psyche, helped us achieve great success. For example, more than a 

third of Americans who received the Nobel Prize from 1901 to 2015 are of Jewish ancestry. But a closer look at the 
Torahôs instructions reveals a special emphasis on teaching the particular stories of our families and of our people and not 
just the laws (many of these commandments became part of the Passover Haggadah). Children have to know that they are 
part of a large family whose history goes back thousands of years.  
 

Recently, Professors Duke and Fivush from Emory University found that a childôs knowledge of his or her family 
narrative has some tremendous benefits. The more children knew about their familyôs history, the stronger their sense of 
control over their lives, the higher their self-esteem and the more successfully they believed their families functioned. 
They also experienced lower levels of anxiety and fewer behavioral problems. It may be a good exercise to test yourself 
and other family members about your familiarity with your own familyôs narrative using the DYK scale below.   
 
 

Just remember that it is not the content of the questions that makes the difference, but the way by which the knowledge is 

passed on, be it during family dinners, vacations and/or holidays. The more we talk and the more stories we share, the 
happier our families are.  
 
BôShalom,  

Rabbi Alon Levkovitz 

 
 
 
 

 

мΦ Do you know how your parents met?  
2. Do you know where your mother grew up?  
3. Do you know where your father grew up? 
4. Do you know where some of your grandparents grew up?  
5. Do you know where some of your grandparents met? 
6. Do you know where your parents were married? 
7. Do you know what went on when you were being born? 
8. Do you know the source of your name? 
9. Do you know some things about what happened when your brothers or sisters were being born? 
10. Do you know which person in your family you look most like? 
11. Do you know which person in the family you act most like? 
12. Do you know some of the illnesses and injuries that your parents experienced when they were younger? 
13. Do you know some of the lessons that your parents learned from good or bad experiences? 
14. Do you know some things that happened to your mom or dad when they were in school? 
15. Do you know the national background of your family (such as English, German, Russian, etc.)? 
16. Do you know some of the jobs that your parents had when they were young? 
17. Do you know some awards that your parents received when they were young? 
18. Do you know the names of the schools that your mom went to? 
19. Do you know the names of the schools that your dad went to? 
20. Do you know about a relative whose face "froze" in a grumpy position because he or she did not smile enough? 
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     FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Mark Slifkin 

Congratulations: Paula Deakter and all the staff at The One School for our VPK once again receiving 100% 
Kindergarten Readiness Rates for the 2014-2015 school year. 
 
Congratulations: Great show and thank you Cantor Jessica and the Joe Scott Trio for the presentation of a 
JEWISH LIFE IN MUSIC, Saturday January 2, 2016 at the Maltz Theatre. Almost 500 people witnessed a great 
event. 
 
Mark your Calendar: Sunday March 13.  Chidush Groundbreaking Ceremony, followed by the Purim Carnival.  
Come sign the beam that will be used in construction! 
 
Chidush Benefactors: There are still many dedication opportunities for additional Benefactors.  We greatly 
appreciate and thank the current Benefactors: Leah & Ed Frankel, Cubby Steinhart, The Cohn Family, The Silvers 
Family, and Alec & Dotty Wisch.  Please see the list of pledges received as of January 19th, 2016.  We will continue to 
update this list in future Scribes. 
 
CHIDUSH Progress:  Did you know (check our website for progress pictures): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Our 

Board member names are always listed in the Scribe ï talk to them anytime about your thoughts, suggestions and ideas ï 
our tag line ALL OF US TOGETHER only works if we have YOUR input!   
 
Scribe articles are great and contain interesting tidbits about TBA ï enjoy them. 
 
Call me at 561-222-8350 if you have ANY questions on Chidush or just wish to chat.  Email works also: 

mslifkin7@comcast.net Ȣ 

Project Chidush information is now on our TBA website and will be routinely updated. 
Renderings, fly-through video, benefactor comments, construction photos, 

ñFrequently Asked Questionsò and ñDid You Knowôsò 
are included so you can follow our progress at http://www.templebetham.com. 
Questions?  Contact Mark Slifkin at 561-222-8350 or mslifkin7@comcast.net 

¶ We need more volunteer support ï no, we are not going to ask you to get a hammer!  But we could use 
more volunteers to help during construction - please give me a call or an email. 

¶ Construction will be starting late February.  As we begin the construction of the new Social Hall, the first 
thing you will notice is temporary walls in the Lobby and construction of the new entry to the Chapel 
(which will become the temporary entrance to the Sanctuary in early March). 

¶ There will be lots of signage and with the help of on site security provided by United Special Patrol we will 
closely monitor our children and member safety. 

¶ Take advantage of the new IRA Charitable Rollover Law. If you are 70 İ or older, use your IRA annual 
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD), avoid paying taxes on those funds as being considered 
ordinary income and benefit TBA: 

     

  
¶ Create your lasting legacy by contributing RMD funds to 
the Chidush capital campaign or; 

¶ Use RMD funds to contribute to your: 

ß Voluntary Financial Commitment (VFC) 
ß High Holy Days Pledge 

¶ RMD funds cannot be used for Preschool, Religious 
School, Bônei Mitzvah fees or other fee for service charges 

¶ Contact your financial advisor. 

mailto:mslifkin7@comcast.net
http://www.templebetham.com
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PROJECT CHIDUSH 
Mindy Hanken, Capital Campaign Consultant 

Hebrew for renewal, Chidush is the Templeôs renovation project, redesigning the synagogue to make more room for 
congregants while at the same time creating a more intimate worship space.  Rabbi Alon shares how the Chidush project 
will ñallow Temple Beth Am to have a more inviting building, where our congregants can feel they are truly a part of, 
rather than just attendees at, Services and events, where programs can be expanded to be inclusive for all ages, where our 
staff and volunteers can efficiently provide needed support, where our children can find meaningful, enlightened, and 
enjoyable education and where we have engagement of the people we need to ensure that Temple Beth Am will meet its 
vision and serve its Jewish community well into the future.ò 
 
The newly renovated sanctuary will be more intimate, featuring a Bima reconstructed to bring the clergy closer to the 
congregation, a state-of-the-art audio/visual system with Hearing Assistive Technology and a memorial hallway featuring 
8 Memorial Boards to remember loved ones. The new social hall will feature an additional 2,000 square feet, totaling 
6,000 square feet of usable, elegant space, moveable walls, a new speaker system, video screen and projectors. The 
reconfigured social hall and sanctuary will be able to house up to 1,200 worshipers during the High Holy Days. 
 
We deeply appreciate the generous donors who have contributed to Chidush.  For more information and to pledge your 
gift, please contact Mindy Hanken, Capital Campaign Consultant, at 561.747.1109 or by email at 
mhanken@templebetham.com.   
 
Temple Beth Am needs Chidush and we need you.  Contribute today!  Dedication opportunities are available for pledges 
starting at $1,800.   Pledges are payable over 5 years.   

 

Project Chidush Donors (as of Jan 19, 2016): 

$500,000 
Ed and Leah Frankel 
 
$100,000 to $249,999 
Cubby Steinhart 
The Cohn Family 
Jerry and Robin Silvers 
Alec and Dotty Wisch 
 
$75,000 to $99,999 
Peter and Irma Meyer 
 
$50,000 to $74,999 
Howard and Emily Bromberg 
Harold and Laney Becker 
Temple Beth Am Preschool PTO 
 
$36,000 to $49,999 
Mark and Arline Slifkin 
 
$25,000 to $35,999 
Hal and Debbie Baseman 
Bruce and Maureen Cohen 
Herbert and Phyllis Cohen 
Ross and Susan Federgreen 
Sally Siegel 
Norman and Ruth Stavisky 
 
$18,000 to $24,999 
Diane Sosman 
Nathaniel and Catherine Drourr 
Allen and Suzan Fox 

Alex and Sarrie Katz 
Rabbi Alon and Gali Levkovitz 
Anonymous 
David and Mary Rosenberg 
Joel Weinstein and Gladys Gottlieb 
 
$10,000 to $17,999 
Larry and Donna Diamond 
TBAôs Menôs Club & Sisterhood 
The Smith Family 
Temple Beth Am Menôs Club  
     in memory of Jerry Holinstat 
David and Mary Elias 
Gary Colton 
Ira and Kim Fialkow 
Leila Graceman 
Gary and Tracie Krieger 
Jeff Lichterman 
Jody Minde 
Len Rubin and Julie Littky-Rubin 
Leona Usher 
Charles and Joan Tager 
 
$5,000 to $9,999 
Alberto and Ellen Vargas  
Jon Gilbert and Fran Sachs 
Suzanne Holmes 
Charlie Madanick 
Marsha Orandle  
Jeff and Martha Satinoff 
Allen and Esther Schultz 
Anthony and Stephanie Shaya 

Ellis ñBrudò and Jeanne Tarsches 
Craig and Amy Vogel 
 
$3,600 to $4,999 
Chris and Debby Baker  
The Blatt Family  
Paul and Amy Giamboi 
Herb and Marge Gildenhorn 
Bob and Nanci Hochman 
Bradley Roffer and Anna Healy 
Mel and Linda Wolfe 
Jason and Jax Weisser 
 
$1,800 to $3,599 
Harmon and Lorraine Garfinkel 
Steve and Marilyn Carp 
Richard and Nina Golub 
Matthew and Ruth Rosenberg 
Anonymous 
Stan and Diane Belsky  
Robert and Brenda Brodows 
Carol Carswell 
Ted and Maxine Essinger 
Will and Debby Gans 
David and Jackie Halderman 
Dori Kiken 
Charlie and Maril Levy 
Ilya and Diana Lioznyansky 
Anonymous 
David Miller 
Harvey and Rita Silverman 

mailto:mhanken@templebetham.com
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BOOK CLUB 
Edie Wolf 

The TBA Book Club is an informal group that meets six times a year on Mondays at 10:30am. at the Temple. 
Afterwards, those who want go out to lunch. Edie Wolf, the chairperson, will send out email reminders of upcoming 
dates and the books we will read. If you have not attended the Book Club before but would like to receive email 
reminders about upcoming meetings, please contact Edie to give her your contact information. Any questions or 
suggestions may be directed to Edie at ediewolf@gmail.com or 443-223-9729.  
 
We had an interesting and lively discussion at Book Club on January 4 when we discussed The Girl on the Train by 
Paula Hawkins. 
 
Our next meeting is on MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1 at 10:30am at the synagogue. 
  
The book we will discuss is THE BOYS IN THE BOAT by Daniel James Brown - Out of the depths of the 
Depression comes an irresistible story about beating the odds and finding hope in the most desperate of 
timesðthe improbable, intimate account of how nine working-class boys from the American West showed the 
world at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin what true grit really meant. It was an unlikely quest from the start. With 
a team composed of the sons of loggers, shipyard workers, and farmers, the University of Washingtonôs eight-
oar crew team was never expected to defeat the elite teams of the East Coast and Great Britain; yet they did, 
going on to shock the world by defeating the German team rowing for Adolf Hitler. The emotional heart of the 
tale lies with Joe Rantz, a teenager without family or prospects, who rows not only to regain his shattered self
-regard but also to find a real place for himself in the world. Drawing on the boysô own journals and vivid 
memories of a once-in-a-lifetime shared dream, Brown has created an unforgettable portrait of an era, a 
celebration of a remarkable achievement, and a chronicle of one extraordinary young manôs personal quest. 
 
We will have lunch afterwards at Sinclairôs Restaurant (at the Jupiter Beach Resort), 5 North A1A, Jupiter. 
  
Please RSVP (ediewolf@gmail.com or 443-223-9729) and let me know whether you plan on coming to the book 
discussion AND whether you plan to join us for lunch afterwards. 
 

100 WOMEN WHO CARE 
Audrey Ades 

100 WOMEN WHO CARE meets at Temple Beth Am 
February 17th at 5:30pm 

 
Do you know of a local not-for- profit that could use $10,000? 

 
With a commitment of just 4 hours/year and a quarterly donation of $100 per member, "100 Women Who Careò 

donates $10,000 every 3 months to local groups that make a positive difference in our community.  
 

We are a secular organization and welcome everyone to join us. 
 

Please contact Audrey Ades for more information (audade@yahoo.com). 

mailto:ediewolf@gmail.com
mailto:ediewolf@gmail.com
mailto:audade@yahoo.com
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      MENôS CLUB SCRIBBLES 

 Jack Tenenbaum, President 

Bylaws:  New bylaws were adopted unanimously by a membership vote on Wednesday, January 13, 2016. In 
addition, the seven (7) Directors that comprise the new Men's Club Board of Directors were elected.  The Board 
members met immediately after the membership meeting and chose the following officers: 
 

President:   Jack Tenenbaum  
Vice President:  David Elias   
Treasurer:  Harvey Silverman 
Secretary:  Herb Gildenhorn  
 

The three (3) additional Directors are: Mel Wolfe, Bruce Cohen, and Bob Hochman.  
 
These Directors and Officers will hold office until September 2016 at which time a new election will be held and the 
Directors and Officers elected at that time will hold office for the two-year term specified by the bylaws.  
 
December 25th: The Men's Club and Sisterhood co-sponsored the First Annual December 25th Chinese Food and a 
Movie.  Those that attended the event enjoyed the movie, the food, and the company.  
 
Deli Dinner:  At the time of the writing of this article, the Men's Club expects a great turn-out for the Annual 
Deli Dinner on January 23, 2016. The program includes hors d'oeuvres, great deli meats, entertainment by the Pink 
Slip Duo performing songs from the late '50 and '60s, and dancing.  

Chidush:  The Men's Club has contributed $7,500 to fund the purchase of a new sound board for the new audio/
visual system as part of the Chidush project.  In addition, it has donated $10,000 in memory of Jerry Holinstat, plus 
another $2,500 to bring the total contribution to an even $20,000. 
 
Mitzvah Day: The Men's Club has volunteered to serve breakfast and lunch to all Mitzvah Day volunteers, and 
our members will also take part in projects, both in and out of the Temple.   
 
We are also looking forward to assisting with the Purim Carnival, as well as holding another dining out in March at 
Brio.  Also look for spring training and regular-season baseball outings this spring. 

 

Mazel Tov to: 
 

Sally Siegel-in honor of the birth of her first great-grandchild, Wylie Gillespie 
 

Congratulations to the winners of the Macaroni Kids Poll: 
Debby Gans - Best Photographer in Palm Beach County 

Sarrie Katz & Premier Pediatrics - Best Pediatric Physicians in Martin County 
 
 

KVELL & TELL 
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     SISTERHOOD SCOOP 
Lois Remick 

I am worried! With all the talk about climate change, my favorite holiday of the year may become obsolete. I am 
referring to Ground Hog Day on February 2. Poor Punxsutawney Phil: when he comes out of his burrow he will need 
a Xanax as he will not know what season it is! Has spring come, gone, or is it here? Ok, now from the ridiculous to 
the sublime. 
 
Our annual Sisterhood Shabbat will be held on Friday night, February 26 at 7:00pm. We invite all TBA  congregants 
and their guests to attend this musical and spiritual Shabbat where Sisterhood members, Rabbi Alon, Cantor Jessica, 
Rabbinic Intern Brett and our fantastic choir will help us welcome Shabbat. Please join us for a delicious Oneg 
following this service. 
 
On Sunday, February 28, at 3:00pm, Sisterhood will be sponsoring a Healing Drum Circle, presented by musician 
and educator Buckley Gillis, at TBA. Join us to experience this ancient tradition.  Participants will play drums and 
other world percussion instruments with the intention of healing ourselves and others. This event is limited to 
Sisterhood members and their female friends. Refreshments will be served and the cost will be $10 for Sisterhood 
members and $15 for guests. Please see the flyer in this Scribe for further details. Reservations must be made by 
February 15. 
 
January was a busy month for Sisterhood members and we thank all our members who attended our annual Paid-up 
Membership Luncheon held on Sunday, January 31. Once again, TBA's Culinary Connoisseurs, Chef John Marzina 
and Eric Weiner, provided a gastronomical tour de force. Our Fruit Artist in Residence, Alfredo Montes, created 
another masterpiece for the palate. The music of Yoel Hyman was perfect!  We thank Dotty Wisch for donating the 
beautiful plants that decorated each table and CK Tenenbaum and Nanci Hochman for helping with check-in and 
seating. 
 
The 20 Sisterhood members who attended the Lighthouse Gallery event on January 26 were treated to an excellent 
docent led tour of the Manoogiean Collection of American Art, as well as a demonstration by Buddhist monks 
creating a Mandala, an intricate Tibetan sand painting. We thank Carole Levine, Sally Siegel and Sharon Rosen for 
arranging the tour and luncheon. 
 
Mitzvah Day, on January 24, saw Sisterhood members filling plastic baggies with family-size portions of rice that 
was given to the Food Pantry at El Sol in Jupiter. More than 100 pounds of rice were distributed and we thank the 
following members for helping in this mitzvah: Dori Kiken, Carol Meshil, Marsha Levinson, Hermine Gladstone, 
Dotty Wisch, Fredda Steidle, Donna Wexler, Nina Golub, Gladys Gottlieb, Audrey Ades, Carole Levine, 
Sharon Rosen, Debbie Schmidt, Jody Minde, Maril Levy, Nancy Breitbarth and Shelley Kissil. 
 
For those members who are following the Sisterhood Calendar, given out in September, please note that our March 
19 wine pairing and art exhibit/sale has been cancelled. We will try and reschedule this event for next year.  We have 
also had to cancel our April and May TBA events, due to the Chidush construction schedule. We'll look for alternate 
activities/events/programs for this spring that we can host in other locations. 
 
Calling all Sisterhood members: Here is your chance to share your ideas for Sisterhood programs for next year. We 
will be holding a 2016-2017 Calendar Planning Workshop on Thursday, March 10 at 1:30pm in the Social Hall.  
For Sisterhood members who would rather attend an evening Planning Meeting, please attend our Sunday, March 6, 
meeting at 7:00pm. It is Very Important that you RSVP to Maril Levy as to which meeting you will attend so that we 
can arrange for a room at the Temple. Of all our Sisterhood events, this truly may be the most important! Your 
Sisterhood Board does not have mind-reading ability! We need you to tell us what programs you would like to see 
and attend, and let us know what days and times best fit your calendar/lifestyle. And, we are looking for new Board 
members for the coming year, so let us know if you would be interested. Please RSVP for either of these meetings to 
Maril Levy (249-6046 or maril@family-levy.com).  Kulanu! 
 
 
 

mailto:maril@family-levy.com
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SISTERHOOD ñHEALINGò DRUM CIRCLE 
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THE ONE SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 

SOCIAL ACTION:  ST. GEORGEôS SOUP KITCHEN 

 
Our volunteers serve hot, healthy meals at St. George's Episcopal Church, on the 3rd Monday evening of every 
month. 
 
Thank you to our January 18th volunteers!  Stacy Reich, Meryl and her son, Alex Goldberg, Richard Remick, John 
Marzina, Bob Feller, Nancy Breitbarth and David Friedman. 
 

A very special thank you to all the volunteers who helped make the Holiday gift bags and those who donated items 
or made donations for the people at the Soup Kitchen. They were very appreciative.  
 
Please help the Soup Kitchen by bringing boxes of penne pasta or elbow macaroni (no substitutions) to the 
Temple.  Your contributions will help feed the hungry at St. George's 
 
If you would like to volunteer, contact Lauren Weinstein at luvbanjo@gmail.com or Eric Weiner @ 
ericmweiner@gmail.com. Our February date is February 15, 2016 at 4:45pm. 

mailto:luvbanjo@gmail.com
mailto:ericmweiner@gmail.com
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SHABBAT SPEAKER, JANUARY 29, 2016 
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ON GOING PROGRAMMING 

Feb. 7 at 9:30am (note change of time) 

Feb. 28 at 10:00am 

(no class Feb. 14 or Feb. 21) Feb. 4, 11, 18 & 25 

Feb. 7 & 28 
(No class Feb. 14 & 21) 

February 19th at 6:15pm 

 


